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rural touring scheme

Enriching lives with unmissable cultural
events across the North of England
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WHAT'S ON March - May 2026

FIRELIGHT TRIO

-

Firelight Trio play European folk music
that is evocative, inventive, and endlessly
exciting. Driving fiddle and gorgeous
nyckelharpa meet deep accordion
grooves in a rich tapestry of lively
Swedish polskas and Scottish reels, lilting
French waltzes, toe-tapping klezmer,
dazzling original tunes and more.

Bardsea Malt Kiln

Village Hall LA129QT
Fri 06 Mar 7:00pm 07528719642
Allendale Village Hall NE47 9PR
Sat 07 Mar 7:30pm 07468 528200
St Cuthbert’s Church,

Norham TD152LE
Sun 08 Mar 7:00pm 01289 382754

Part recital and part storytelling, Wonder
Women! is a celebration of the forgotten
female composers of the 18th and 19th
centuries. Canadian pianist Sarah Hagen
brings her unique blend of humour and
excellence to the stage in this personal
and intimate recital.

Skirwith Village Hall CA101RL
Wed 18 Mar 7:30pm 01768 879024
Soulby Village Hall CA17 4PL
Thu 19 Mar 7:30pm 07855130932
Wingates Village Institute NE65 8RW
Fri 20 Mar 7:30pm 01669 620512
Mickleton Village Hall DL12 0JY

Sat 21 Mar 7:30pm 01833 640909

MUSIC

OLD BABY MACKEREL'S
BLUEGRASS SHOW ,

)\

Bluegrass like no other! That impossibly
illusive blend of traditional Appalachian
virtuosity and hard driving rhythm mixed
with modern sensibility, tasteful originals,
three-part harmonies and mind-boggling
technical wizardry.

Bardon Mill & Henshaw

Village Hall NE47 7DX
Wed 25 Mar 7:30pm 01434344424
Scarth Memorial Hall,

Staindrop DL2 3JL
Thu 26 Mar 7:30pm 01833 660802
Orton Market Hall CA103RL
Fri 27 Mar 7:30pm 07564702233
Whittingham Memorial

Institute NE66 4UP

Sat 28 Mar 7:30pm 01665574384
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THE POCKET CHORA
SOCIETY

Described as ‘Bill Bailey meets The
Archers’, The Pocket Choral Society
is a comedy, a cappella touring show
combining beautiful close harmony
singing and quirky songwriting, with
much laughter and even improvised
singing sessions.

Hepscott Parish Hall NE61 6LN
Thu 09 Apr 7:30pm 07778079260
Murton Village Institute CAl66LZ
Fri 10 Apr 7:30pm 01768 353642
Middleton & Todridge

Village Hall NE61 4RA
Sat 11 Apr 7:30pm 07855444719
Lesbury Village Hall NE66 3PP
Sun 12 Apr 7:00pm 01665 830330

BEHIND ENEMY LINES

Behind Enemy Lines uncovers the lives
of the extraordinary women of Special
Operations Executive whose courage,
daring, ingenuity and sacrifice defeated
Nazi terror. Performer Louise Jordan tells
these incredible stories through original
song and storytelling.

Allendale Village Hall NE47 9PR
Thu 23 Apr 7:30pm 07468 528200
St Thomas Church Hall,
Stanhope DL13 2UE
Fri 24 Apr 7:30pm 01388526424
Casterton Village Hall LA6 2RX
Sat 25 Apr 7:30pm 07798 528210
Barningham Village Hall DL11 7DW
Sun 26 Apr 7:30pm 01833621203
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DIYET & THE LOVE
SOLDIERS

Diyet & The Love Soldiers is alternative
country, folk, roots and traditional music
with catchy melodies and stories deeply
rooted in Diyet's Indigenous world view.
Bornin a tent, the songwriter was raised
in a cabin in the Kluane region of Canada's
Yukon Territory.

The Community Hall at

Grizebeck LA17 7XH
Sun 03 May 7:30pm 07905779584
Appleby Public Hall CA16 6YA
Wed 06 May 7:30pm 017683 52902
Frosterley Village Hall DL132QW
Thu 07 May 7:30pm 07718 385646
Wingates Village Institute NE65 8RW
Fri 08 May 7:30pm 01669 620512
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MUSIC

RUBE AND RAKE

|
Rube & Rake is an award-winning
folk music duo based in St. John's,
Newfoundland. Josh Sandu and Andrew
Laite, natives of Canada's West Coast and
East Coast respectively, sing about a 21st

century Canadian experience, unconfined
by a single region or musical style.

Great Whittington

Village Hall NE19 2HA
Sun 17 May 7:30pm 07814677554
Cotherstone Village Hall DL12 9PH
Wed 20 May 7:30pm 01833651923
Ireleth Temperance Hall LA16 7EG
Sat 23 May 8:00pm 07701 349060
Dufton Village Hall CA166DB
Sun 24 May 7:30pm 017683 52902

THEATRE

(WE'RE NOT GETTING
ADOG*

* A show mostly not about dogs

This is a story about making a house
ahome. It's about moving to a new
neighbourhood and slowly finding a
community. It's about letting go of the
past, dealing with grief, and making new
memories. Finally, it's about a writer
struggling to write a show.

The Club, Kirkby Stephen CA17 4QN
Fri 06 Mar 7:30pm 07770533107
Levens Village Hall LA8 8NL
Sat 07 Mar 8:00pm 07810216822
St Thomas Church Hall,

Stanhope DL13 2UE
Sun 08 Mar 7:30pm 01388 526424

This is the true story of one woman'’s
mission to answer the question "Can
Kindness Change the World?" by carrying
out an act of kindness for a total stranger
every day for 366 days. Empowering and
funny, this is a story that needs to be
heard.

Wark Town Hall & Mechanics

Institute NE48 3L.H
Thu 19 Mar 7:30pm 07723613826
The Hearth Arts Centre NE150NT
Fri 20 Mar 7:30pm 073550339504
Appleby Hub CA166QR
Sat 21 Mar 7:30pm 017683 52902
Gleaston Village Hall LA120QQ
Sun 22 Mar 7:00pm 07990 327047



THEATRE

THE DREAMTIME
‘FELLRUNNER

Escape to the Lakeland fells in this fun,
poetic and moving exploration of the land
around us, and how we inhabit it. From
the comfort of your seat, join Julie Carter
as she bounds through the awe-inspiring
landscape of the hills, on a track carved
through feminism, land rights, history and
literature —and all sorts in between.

Penruddock Village Hall
Sat 11 Apr 7:30pm

The Community Hall at
Grizebeck

Sun 12 Apr 7:30pm

CA110QU
07881 760580

LA17 7XH
07905 779584
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It's Bingo Night at The Stairway To
Heaven Social Club and that can only
mean one thing: 'Mr Razzle Dazzle'
himself, Bertie Bingo is ready to host an
evening of dabbers, Droopy Drawers...
and death. Eyes Down is an interactive
comedy thriller, with real bingo —and real
prizes!

Hamsterley Village Hall DL13 3PZ
Sat 18 Apr 7:30pm 07821517991
Stainton Village Hall CA110EP
Sun 19 Apr 7:30pm 07979 400523
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Love is a complicated business. It gets
even more complicated when the person
you love doesn't want to be alive. Tender,
funny and defiantly hopeful, The Light
House is a real life story of falling in love
and staying in love, even when the lights
go out.

Amble Parish Hall NE65 ODX
Fri01 May 7:30pm 07724 687107
Humshaugh Village Hall NE46 4AA

Sat 02 May 7:30pm 07979 758179
Arnside Educational Institute | A5ODF
Sun 03 May 7:30pm 07980077084



THEATRE

ON SYCAMORE GAP

b3

Words and music of loss, hope and
renewal. Inspired by the shocking act of
vandalismin 2023 that resulted in the
felling of the world-famous tree that
stood in a gap on Hadrian's Wall, Kate Fox
and musicians Staithe join together for a
performance of music and poetry, based
on Kate's most recent publication of the
same name.

The Hearth Arts Centre NE150NT
Sat 16 May 7:30pm 07355033904
Newbrough Town Hall NE47 5AR
Sun 17 May 7:30pm 01434674315

Kizlar is a celebration of what it means
to be female. Combining Turkish folk
dance with stunning athletic movement,
this captivating show presents different
images of femininity, from the tender to
the powerful.

Lazonby Village Hall CA101AQ
Fri 13 Mar 7:30pm 01768 870824
Gilsland Village Hall CA8 7BE
Sat 14 Mar 7:30pm 07944 994405
RURAL TOURING

DANCE INITIATIVE
|

Anansi & the Lost Sun is a puppet show
for families and children, celebrating
traditional stories from Ghana. With
traditional West African music and fabulous
puppets, come and discover Anansi's epic
journey!

Suitable for ages 3+ and their families.
Stainton Village Hall CA110EP
Sat 28 Mar 4:00pm 07979 400523
Arnside Educational Institute LA5ODF
Sun 29 Mar 3:00pm 07980077084
1/
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DAVID EAGLE:
FLYING SOLO (¢

Age recommendation 14+

David Eagle is a multi-award winning
comedian musician, best known for being
a member of the folk band The Young'uns
and his own BBC Radio 4 series, Eagle

on the Air. His comedy, armed with an
accordion, often explores how being blind
transforms everyday life into surreal,
surprising misadventures ...

Felton Village Hall
Sun 12 Apr 7:30pm
Dufton Village Hall
Thu 23 Apr 7:30pm
Bowes & Gilmonby
Parish Halll

Fri24 Apr 7:30pm
UTASS,

Middleton in Teesdale
Sat 25 Apr 7:00pm

NE65 9NH
07710497088
CA16 6DB
017683 52902

DL129HU
01833628343

DL120OSN
01833641010

Newbrough Town Hall
Sun 26 Apr 7:30pm
Grasmere Village Hall
Thu 14 May 7:30pm
Askham & Helton
Community Centre
Fri 15 May 7:30pm
Hepscott Parish Hall
Sun 17 May 7:30pm

NE47 5AR
01434674315
LA22 9TA
015394 35628

CA102PG
01931712187
NE61 6LN
07778079260

Book early and save! Our
Mon 26 January to Mon 09 February

*usual price £15

Y book onlinel

www.highlightsnorth.co.uk
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ABOUT HIGHLIGHT OUR VENUES wonTuED

Highlights works in more than 85 rural
communities across Cumbria, County
Durham and Northumberland each year.

For a full list of venues visit
www.highlightsnorth.co.uk

Highlights Rural Touring Scheme links 85 + rural communities, a
passionate network of volunteer promoters and teachers and a
vibrant mix of local and national artists.

NORTHUMBERLAND

MORPETH
Together, we light up village halls, schools and community * *
spaces with unforgettable theatre, music, dance, visual arts and * k * *
- TYNE AND
storytelling. HEXHAM WEAR
CARLISLE *

Since 1997 Highlights has programmed 2800+ live events and * o
exhibitions entertaining and enthralling 198,000+ audience CUMBRIA ALSTON T
members; facilitated more than 400 craft workshops attended by * DURHAM

Al

over 19,000 budding crafters and creators; organised over 395 *

BISHOP

workshops in schools and community groups bringing 9,800 children AUCKLAND

and young people new skills, experiences and opportunities; worked
with 775+ companies and artists.

COULD YOU SUPPORT HIGHLIGHTS?

All donations, big and small, help us to continue bringing great live
events and unmissable culture to rural communities across the
North of England.

‘s cog, Supported using public funding by

$ % | ARTS COUNCIL
% | ENGLAND

Registered Charity No. 1100920
Highlights Productions Ltd is a Company Limited by Guarantee No. 4646007

Visit www.highlightsnorth.co.uk to find out more.



