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HOW TO BOOK A SHOW 

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW! 

Welcome to the Spring 2022 menu.  In this season we are offering the usual selection of performances 

and once again we are offering Creative Highlights—a selection of professional Arts and Crafts 

Workshops.  We also have a choice of creative engagement opportunities for schools and community 

groups. 

 

In January we will be resuming the annual membership fee charge.  This will be £65 for the calendar year, 

which gives you access to the menu of Highlights shows, Creative Highlights workshops and creative 

engagement opportunities.  

 

As audience levels return to more normal levels, we are returning to our normal fee structure for all 

Highlights venues across Cumbria, County Durham and Northumberland.  

Performances 

Music: £250 plus 80% of the remainder of box office  

Family Shows: £180 plus 80% of the remainder of box office 

All other performances: £200 plus 80% of the remainder of box office 

 

Creative Highlights Workshops: £100 plus 80% of the remainder of box office 

 

Creative Engagement workshops: We currently have funding to offer these at £50 contribution per 

workshop, the fees indicated throughout the menu are what Highlights will pay the artist. 

 

Select your show(s) and workshops with a choice of dates checking:  

 

• Is your venue available 

• Does it clash with other local events? 

• Can you provide the required setting up time? 

• Can you meet the company’s technical requirements? 

• Does your hall have the relevant licenses in place? 

• Will it fit in your venue?  

 

• Each venue can request up to 2 performances and one craft workshop per season, but allocation 

will depend on demand. 

  

• List your show choices on the online booking form in order of preference and return by  

9 NOVEMBER 2021  

https://www.cognitoforms.com/HighlightsLtd/Spring2022BookingForm 
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• PLEASE give us alternative shows and dates, as this makes our complicated scheduling much easier. 

If you would like 1 show, please consider listing 3 different options. If you would like 2 shows, 

please consider listing 4-5 different options. We do try to keep as many people as happy as possible 

but with 60+ venues to consider, the more choices you can give us the better.  If you give us one 

show and one date only we are very unlikely to be able to accommodate you. 

 

• With the exception of family shows, ticket prices for performances should be set at £10 - £12 for 

adults, £24- £30 Family, £7 - £9 for concessions (offering a concession is at your discretion).  If you 

want to go above or below the price suggested, please contact us beforehand.   Setting the price 

lower than £10 risks undervaluing the professional nature of the performances in the eyes of 

your audience. 

 

• We recommend selling your tickets online via the Highlights website where possible.  

 

• Your promoter contract will be emailed to you NOT POSTED.  Please remember to acknowledge the 

email once you have checked all dates etc are correct.  Once you reply to the email this is 

acceptance of the terms and conditions of the contract. 

 

• Please note the company fees quoted are an average and may change slightly depending on the 

number of dates booked.  

 

• Posters and leaflets will be sent to you direct from the company 4 - 5 weeks before the show to 

help you sell the event.  Please let us know if they haven’t arrived 3 weeks prior to your event. 

 

• After the performance please return the Show Report Form within 2 weeks  and the appropriate 

return.  We would prefer you to do this via our online form and make a bacs payment if possible.  

This doesn’t include money from raffles and refreshments. 

 

• Highlights currently has some funding to support participation work.  If you would like to explore 

additional activities such as workshops, please indicate your interest in the column on the booking 

form and Kate Halsall (Creative Engagement Officer) will get back to you. 

 

• We know that the last 20 months has meant that priorities have changed.  If you or your hall are 

uncertain about continuing your relationship with Highlights, please contact us to have a chat. 

 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

4 

Creative Engagement 

La Bella and the Lost Chord of Ulaanbaatar is a musical journey not to be forgotten! 

This high energy show follows three hapless travelling musicologists who are catapulted into an 

adventure to find the fabled Lost Chord!  This chord will enable any musician to find enlightenment, play 

any tune and possibly solve the mystery of K’s missing scotch egg. 

Think ‘Boy’s Own Adventure’ tales, Tintin, Sherlock Holmes and possibly Gardener’s Question Time all 

wrapped up with some banging tunes, some questionable theatrics and a joke in the dying minutes.  

Join Garibaldi, The Fez and ‘Special K’ as they delve into the ancient mysteries of the Middle East… Epic 

journeys across Mongolian deserts in 

old jalopies, chasing spies along the 

Silk Road… High Priests and Holy 

Temples among jagged mountain 

peaks… music, laughs, comedy and 

theatre all rolled into one – what 

more could you want from a night 

out!  

Cumbria: Thur 17 & Fri 18 Feb 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Sat 19 & Sun 20 Feb 

£650 

4m x 3m x 2.5m 

1.5 hrs 

1 hr 

90 minutes plus interval 

3 Performers 

10-100 

www.labellaband.co.uk  

La Bella and the Lost Chord of Ulaanbaatar 

La Bella Band 

Delivered by:    The band 

Workshop Availability:  60 minute singing, ukulele and percussion workshop around songs from the show 

Suitable for:    KS2 Primary, KS3/4 secondary, adult community groups 

Cost:     £150 

DBS:      Yes 

Music 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Creative Engagement 
 

Delivered by:    Rafia Hussain from the company 

Workshop Availability:   A 30-40 minute post-show play and create session to explore engineering challenges 

Suitable for:    3-7 year olds and their families 

Cost:     Free as part of show booking 

DBS:      Yes 

Cumbria, Co Durham & Northumberland: Thur 24, Fri 25 & Sun 27 February 

(Half-term week) 

£500 

6.5m x 2m x 3m 

1 hr 

1 hr 

50mins (no interval) 

2 performers plus 1 technical 

3-7 year olds plus their families 

https://onetenthhuman.com/ 

Jones and Clipboard have a job to do: sort the recycling. But Jones keeps finding new things to investigate. 

When she discovers a mysterious egg hidden in the rubbish, the pair need the audience’s help to rescue 

an unborn chick – and deal with a very demanding bird. Can we save a mysterious egg from a smashing? 

And what will we discover along the way?  

CURIOUS INVESTIGATORS is a cracking adventure created in collaboration with engineering experts from 

Lancaster University: a delightfully surprising, highly visual show for 3-7 year olds and their grownups. 

Together with our charming performers and puppet, 

children will explore simple forces and machines such 

as ramps, balances and pulleys. They’ll be supported 

to invent and create, helping the characters come up 

with solutions which may be different every show. 

We use limited vocabulary and a highly visual 

storytelling style, making the show extremely 

accessible, including to audiences with additional 

needs, or where English is not a first language.  

“My little boy turned to me halfway through and whispered ‘I love this, thank you’ and as soon as it ended 

he was planning things to make.” Georgia, mother of Investigator Milo 

Curious Investigators 

One Tenth Human 
Family 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

6 

Creative Engagement 
 

Cumbria:  Thur 3 & Fri 4 March 

Co. Durham & Northumberland:  Sat 5 & Sun 6 March 

£650 

6m x 5m 

4 hrs 

2 hrs 

1 hrs 30 minutes no interval 

3 performers, 1 technical, 1 other 

12 + 

https://www.utopiatheatre.co.uk/ 

Written by Oladipo Agboluaje 

Conceived and directed by Mojisola Elufowoju 

If I were like you, I’d have never found a man to marry me. 

And that right there is a problem. 

Meet Agbeke, Omotola and Aramide, the three generations 

of proud African women connecting with each other across 

two continents, across time and space. Together they share 

their struggles, their joys, tragedies and broken dreams in 

order to find healing in the present. 

Here’s What She Said to Me combines drama with music, 

poetry and movement to tell a moving story of daughters 

and mothers in the world of migrations and shifting 

identities, braving life with an undying hope, optimism and 

resilience. 

“Breathtakingly ambitious Nigerian-Yorkshire family saga!” 

The Guardian 

Here’s What She Said to Me 

Utopia Theatre 

Delivered by:    The Company 

Workshop Availability:  Post show panel/discussion (free) Or workshop exploration of African Storytelling techniques 

Suitable for:    KS3/4/5 secondary, adult community groups 

Cost:     £125  for workshop 

DBS:      Yes 

Young Promoters 
Opportunity 

Theatre 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Join acclaimed mystery maestros Highly Suspect for a hilarious, immersive and interactive murder 

mystery, which you – the audience – must solve! Featuring a fiendish plot, evidence to examine, cryptic 

clues to crack and four highly suspicious suspects, the game's afoot. But can you deduce whodunnit? Fun, 

frivolity and fatalities guaranteed. Highly Suspect are one of the country’s leading murder mystery 

troupes and have performed at such prestigious venues as Durham Cathedral and Blackpool Winter 

Gardens. "A Cluedo style escapade complete with groan worthy puns and dastardly double entendres" - 

The Scotsman.  You can choose from: 

The Death of the Great Detective 

Audiences are invited to solve the seemingly impossible murder of 

Sherlock Holmes himself. Though it comes as a surprise to no-one but 

Doctor Watson that - shock horror - Holmes is alive and well. 

Nevertheless the game is afoot as Chief Inspector Scott Lanyard has 

been found shot, stabbed & strangled all inside a locked room. Holmes 

has enlisted help to crack the case alongside stalwart allies Mrs 

Hudson, brother Mycroft and Inspector Lestrade… but could the killer 

really be among them? A whodunnit that’s more than mere 

elementary! 

The Matinee Murder 

It’s curtains up on the latest production of the world’s longest 

running play - Agatha Mystery’s celebrated whodunnit ‘The 

Rattrap’. However, when the lead actress is found in her dressing 

room with her throat cut, it seems this more than a case of simply 

corpsing on stage! But who among the cast is a killer...?  

Cumbria:  Sat 5 & Sun 6 March 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Thur 3 & Fri 4 March 

£500 

6m x 6m x 3m (this is the full space of the hall rather than the stage area) 

1 hr 

30 mins 

2 hrs (including several breaks built in) 

4 performers 

12 + 

http://www.highlysuspect.co.uk 

The Death of the Great Detective/The Matinee Murder 

Highly Suspect 
Theatre 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

8 

Creative Engagement 

Maddie Morris was the recipient of the BBC Radio 2 young folk award in 2019 and is an exciting up-and 

coming folk musician who uses both traditional and contemporary folk songs to tackle issues of social 

inequality. 

Maddie's music is powerful, poetic and insightful as they use stories from the past and present to evoke 

thought about contemporary social issues. After graduating with a first-class honours degree in Folk and 

Traditional music from Leeds Conservatoire, Maddie shows a unique insight into the functionality of 

traditional music and explores not only the role of traditional songs when they were being sung by their 

source singers but their varying meanings in a contemporary context. 

5-time folk award winner Jim Moray 

describes Maddie as “Leading the next 

generation of socially conscious 

songwriters.” 

 

Cumbria: Sat 12 & Sun 13 March 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Thur 10 & Fri 11 March 

£425 

3m x 3m 

30 mins 

30 mins 

1 hr 40 mins (including interval) 

1 Performer, 1 Other 

16+ 

Facebook.com/maddiemorrismusic 

Maddie Morris 

Maddie Morris 

Delivered by:    Maddie Morris 

Workshop Availability:  Various music workshops 

Suitable for:    KS1/2/5, adult community groups 

Cost:     £100—£250 

DBS:      Yes 

Music 

Young Promoters 
Opportunity 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Creative Engagement 

 Zoe Gilby Quartet - Zoë Gilby is a jazz vocalist and songwriter, making a stunning impression on the music 

scene today. Her compelling original compositions are written with double bassist husband Andy 

Champion.  

A powerful collection of songs with a strong narrative, they deliver a commanding mix of musical 

sophistication and dramatic edge. An engaging repertoire of story telling and atmosphere, her stockpile of 

music also includes an adventurous blend of contemporary composers from Kate Bush to Pink Floyd and 

the sensitive treatment of jazz standards, completes this particular “story-book”.  

 

Zoe Gilby Quartet 

Zoe Gilby 

Cumbria: Thur 17 & Fri 18 March 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Sat 19 & Sun 20 March 

£550 

5m x 3m x 3m  

2 hrs 

1 hr 

2 x 45 min plus interval 

4 performers 

12+ 

www.zoegilby.co.uk  

Delivered by:    Zoe Gilby 

Workshop Availability:  Jazz Workshops for groups with some experience 

Suitable for:    KS3-5, youth/adult community groups. Bring your own instruments 

Cost:     £250 for 60-90 minutes 

DBS:      Yes 

Young Promoters 
Opportunity 

Music 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

10 

This three-hander play takes the form of a town meeting, 

complete with flip chart paper, however is soon 

interrupted by a local woman keen on telling her story. 

The show soon descends in to a story driven theatre 

piece following the lives of the women of the town. Using 

poetry, storytelling and soundscapes to build the world 

for the audience. 

We finish back at the meeting discovering the true reason 

everyone is there. 

Miss Nobodies, was inspired by outreach done online and 

in the community of Great Harwood alongside research 

into local history and prominent figures of Lancashire. 

One such person is Ethel Carnie Holdsworth. A writer that 

worked in the mills in the early part of the last century. 

She is sited as the first working class, female novelist in 

the UK and parts of her poetry are used throughout the 

play to punctuate the story. 

Miss Nobodies 

Ruth E Cockburn 

Cumbria, Co. Durham & Northumberland: Fri 25, Sat 26 & Sun 27 March 

 

£625 

4m x 4m x 3m 

60mins 

30 mins 

80 mins (including interval) 

2 performers, 1 technical 

12+ 

https://www.ruthecockburn.co.uk/ 

Theatre 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Creative Engagement 

 

What if the great and tragic story of King Lear were to be told through the eyes of his closest companion?  

In this award-winning and dynamic one-woman tour-de-force, Susanna Hamnett plays the Fool - and 

every other character - to tell a very personal and poignant story that  - with breathtaking hilarity and 

heartache - honours the beautiful language of Shakespeare's Lear while taking a bit of poetic license. 

Created with Edith Tankus (Kneehigh, Told by an Idiot, Shakespeare's Globe), Nearly Lear is an exuberant 

and unexpected blend of tragedy and humour that has entranced 

both lovers of Shakespeare, as well as newcomers to the Bard, 

touring to critical and audience acclaim across Canada and the United 

States, as well as runs on Broadway at the New Victory Theatre, the 

Kennedy Center in Washington, and the Sydney Opera House.  

Welcome to a Lear that is both profoundly accessible and fun, while 

taking its audience firmly into the heart, spirit, and emotional core of 

this great story. 

"A virtuosic performer with a touch of the endearing goofball" Charles 

Isherwood, The New York Times 

"A mighty theatrical force" Roddy Phillips, Aberdeen Press and 

Journal 

Nearly Lear 

Susanna Hamnett 

Delivered by:    Suzannah Hamnett 

Workshop Availability:  3 hour Workshops in Clown; Shakespeare and Clown; Wit and Wordplay 

Suitable for:    GCDE & A Level school groups, or community creative writing groups 

Cost:     £300—£350  120-180 minutes 

DBS:      Yes 

Cumbria: Thur 24 & Fri 25 March 

Co. Durham and Northumberland: Sat 26 & Sun 27 March 

£520 

6m x 4.5m x 3m 

2 hrs 45 mins 

45 mins 

85 minutes without interval—but interval can be added 

1 performer, 1 or 2 technical 

12+ 

www.susannahamnett.com  

Young Promoters 
Opportunity 

Theatre 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

12 

A delightful evening of needlepoint and music with a scintillating selection of the lost knitting songs of 
WWI and WWII from Canada, Britain, America and France. Audiences are encouraged to bring their own 
knitting (or crochet) and stitch along to these funny, poignant, toe-tapping, needle-clicking tunes. 
During the two World Wars, millions of women knit for the soldiers. Popular music often reflected the 
trends of the time, and mere days after the first bullet was fired, dozens of knitting-themed songs started 
to appear. 
 
After the wars these songs were essentially 
lost, and this concert is the first time that 
many of them have been performed in 100 
years. Some of the songs were very close to 
disappearing forever, and with Stitch in 
Time, this music — a clever, sweet and 
entertaining footnote in history — has been 
preserved and given a chance to live again. 
 
A Stitch in Time has been performed across 
the world, from Luxembourg to Edinburgh, 
Khartoum to Saskatoon 

Stich in Time: A Knitting Cabaret 

CaroleW Productions 

Cumbria: Sat 26 March, & Fri 1 April 

Co. Durham & Northumberland:  Sat 2 & Sun 3 April 

£500 

90 mins plus interval 

2 hrs 

15 mins 

90 mins including interval 

1 performer 

10+ 

http://www.carolewproductions.com 

Music 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

 

“The End of the World Quiz waits for no man, literally. Onwards ever onwards to our fiery decline, Round 

Three…” 

It’s the end of the world. The last night on earth. An asteroid is heading straight for us. Fancy going out 

with a bang? 

It’s the final countdown. Landlady Kathy invites you to the last quiz night on earth with Quizmaster Rav. 

He’s the host with the most. But with time ticking, some unexpected guests turn up out of the blue. 

Bobby wants to settle old scores and Fran wants one last shot at love. Expect the unexpected right until 

the bitter end.  

Following two sold-out tours of Chip Shop Chips, Box of Tricks brings explosive new comedy The Last Quiz 

Show on Earth to your local. Grab a drink and join us for a night you won’t forget, with plenty of drama. 

Let’s get quizzical, quizzical! 

The audience will be sat cabaret 

style with the performance taking 

place amongst them.  Audiences can 

eat and drink during the show if you 

want to arrange a meal. 

Cumbria: Thur 31 March & Fri 1 April 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Sat 2 & Sun 3 April 

£650 

10m x 5m (this includes the space for the audience, so if your hall is 10m x 5m 

the show will fit.) 

3 hrs 

2 hrs 

2.5 hrs with interval 

4 performers, 1 technical 

14+ 

https://boxoftrickstheatre.co.uk 

The Last Quiz Night on Earth 

Box of Tricks Theatre Company 
Theatre 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

14 

Creative Engagement 

 
Delivered by:    Simon Thacker 

Workshop Availability:  Traditional Masterclass format for guitarists, all levels welcome 

Suitable for:    Adult Guitarists 

Cost:     £150-£250 , 60-120 minutes 

DBS:      n/a 

Cumbria: Thur 7 & Fri 8 April 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Sat 9 & Sun 10 April 

£700 

2m x 2m 

1 hr 

20 mins 

2 x 45 min plus interval 

1 performer 

Any age 

https://www.simonthacker.com/ 

Pashyanti [Sanskrit]: the junction point between the ordinary waking state and pure consciousness. 

Drawing on a deep lifelong immersion in diverse cultures and an array of pioneering experiences, 

Scotland’s “musical alchemist” (World Music Report) offers a revelatory new vision for the art of solo 

guitar. 

A recent Scottish New Music Award winner and Ivor Novello Award nominee, Simon Thacker explores the 

instrument with passion and startling originality. Simon’s highly individual, iconoclastic music ranges from 

beguiling digital delay driven soundscapes to multi-layered compositions and muscular improvisations 

utilising his many inspirations. His instinctive rhythmic gift is as ferocious as it is layered and gives his 

music an unmistakable intensity. Pashyanti is the latest stage of a remarkable journey that has seen 

Simon tour South Asia extensively in recent years, including for an audience of 60 000 in Bangladesh. 

Experience one of Scotland's most compelling musical figures distil 

the essence of his life's work into Pashyanti On Guitar. 

“Punjabi folk song, flamenco and Sephardic music, Sanskrit alchemy 

and Gaelic folklore...they all seem grist to the mill for Simon 

Thacker” (The Scotsman) 

"Not only is Mr. Thacker a sublime technician but his artistry seems 

to soar above that of most mere mortals. His ability to extract such 

meaning and expression from merely six nylon strings speaks of 

true genius.” The World Music Report (Canada) 

Pashyanti on Guitar 

Simon Thacker 
Music 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Creative Engagement 

‘Tickbox is a semi-autobiographical, bilingual, one woman play, in Scots-English and Urdu. 

It describes a Pakistani woman’s journey from a very comfortable, middle class life in Pakistan to Govan in 

Glasgow, sharing challenges and contrasts that she encountered when she moved here. This is 

intertwined with the story of her daughter and how parallel their lives were, decades apart. Both women 

encountered many barriers and situations that typecast them in a stereotypical role of downtrodden 

Asian women. 

“Tickbox” combines theatre, storytelling and 

comedy to interweave the journeys of two 

Scottish Pakistani women united by blood, 

passion and determination. 

 

“Told with warmth & wit” The Guardian 

“Compassionate, thoughtful & intriguing” 

Edinburgh Festival List 

Cumbria: Sat 9 & Sun 10 April 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Thur 7  & Fri 8 April 

£725 

6m x 4m 

30 mins 

30 mins 

55 mins (no interval) 

1 performer, 1 technical 

Anyone 

http://www.lubnakerr.co.uk/ 

Tickbox 

Lubna Kerr 

Delivered by:    Lubna Kerr 

Workshop Availability:  Theatre Workshop based on themes of the play around identity 

Suitable for:    16+ (KS4/5) especially PSHE groups, adult community groups 

Cost:     £150-£200 

DBS:      Yes 

Young Promoters 
Opportunity 

Theatre 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

16 

A brand new production of the classic Italian fairytale, Pinocchio is a fast-paced journey of discovery with 

hints of danger, slapstick humour and a playful exploration of identity suitable for young audiences, oh…

and…. there’s a very big fish. 

This playful and highly visual production featuring skilful puppetry, illusion and object theatre and a lively 

soundtrack it is designed and directed by Steve Tiplady and Liz Walker. 

Pinocchio brings splashes of colour and energy to a monotone world as they set out on an adventure to 

try, fail, and try again to find their heart and become a real child. 

One of only a handful of dedicated puppet theatres in England, Norwich Puppet Theatre is a hub for 

leading international puppeteers and theatre makers. Using traditional and contemporary puppet craft, 

Norwich Puppet Theatre productions bring a fresh twist to well loved fairy tales and stories which 

entrance children and adults alike. 

Cumbria: & Co. Durham & Northumberland:  Wed 13, Thur 14, Fri 15, Sat 16 April 

Nb. Fri 15 April is Easter Friday   

£600 

4m x 4m x 3 m 

2 hrs 

1 hr 

50 mins (no interval) 

2 performers 

4+ and their families 

https://www.puppettheatre.co.uk/ 

Pinocchio 

Norwich Puppet Theatre 
Family 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

 

Cumbria, Co. Durham & Northumberland:  Thur 21, Fri 22 & Sat 23 April 

 

£690 

6m x 6m 

7 hrs 

2 hrs 

60 mins, then interval, then Q&A with the performers 

2 performers, 1 technical 

12 + 

https://www.newartclub.org 

In today’s disposable world where love is used to sell us everything from fizzy drinks to insurance 

policies… where did real love go? 

This dance theatre comedy show by New Art Club is about love... Mythical love that drives the creation of 

the universe and everything in it. Romantic love.  Love between friends. It is funny, sad and reflective. It is 

not a story but it holds lots of stories inside it. In that way it is like you. It has a huge glowing red heart 

that has crashed landed onto the stage. 

Cupid’s Revenge was made as a response to the cynicism and division that is all around us. It is made with 

Love.   

“Dynamic, physical, touching and hilarious” Broadway Baby (Feel About Your Body) 

“Physical comedy with brains, I laughed ‘til my face hurt” The Observer (Feel About Your Body) 

“Even those who hate dance will love this show” The Guardian (This Is Modern) 

 

Cupid’s Revenge 

New Art Club 
Dance 

Please Note: This company is awaiting a 

funding decision before they can confirm 

the tour, if you are interested in this 

show, please list an alternative.  We hope 

to have confirmation by the time 

contracts are confirmed. 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

18 

Married duo Elsa and Gary had been playing the winter season in Gran Canaria when COVID hit, forcing 

them to halt their tour and return to their only permanent residence, a “barely glampable” cottage on the 

Isle of Lewis. They had planned to take their time in transforming the diamond-in-the-rough abode, but 

the pandemic forced them into boiler suits, beanies and quite a bit of mud, actually, to make it liveable. 

21 songs composed in the span of 3 months, sponsored by patrons from around the world, funded their 

renovation, and When the World Stood Still tells that tuneful story. 

Through fiddle, banjo, bouzouki, mandolin, penny whistle and accordion, traditional music troubadour 

Elsa McTaggart, with Gary Lister as keyboard and accordion support, performs numbers that range from 

the playful to the poignant. Compositions came to Elsa through requests from her patrons.  Amongst 

snippets of sunshine, nights outside sitting round the fire and moments lounging in the wheelbarrow in 

between building works, McTaggart composed across her many instruments, bringing the world together 

during lockdown in a small yet significant way.  

This performance is billed as a “Celtic fusion of 

Hebridean melody celebrating life, sorrow, 

uncertainty, joy and laughter,” and it delivers 

on that promise; it is a tonic for those that 

yearned for and cherished Scotland during this 

time of isolation. 

Cumbria: Sat 23 & Sun 24 April 

Co. Durham & Northumberland:  Thur 21 & Fri 22 April 

£500 

6m x 2m  

2 hrs 

1 hr 

1 hr 45 mins (including interval) 

2 performers 

Any age 

http://music-info.elsa-jean-mctaggart.com/Home/ 

When the World Stood Still 

Elsa Jean McTaggart Music 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Creative Engagement 

Delivered by:    The Band 

Workshop Availability:  Brazilian steel pan, Flamenco dance, Carnival, Samba drumming workshops 

Suitable for:    KS1/2 

Cost:     whole day £300 (2 x 2 hour sessions), half day £200 (1 x 2 hr session) 

DBS:      Yes 

Cumbria: Thur 28 & Fri 29 April 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Sat 30 April, Sun 1 & Mon 2 May (bank holiday) 

£320 

2.5m x 2m x 2.2m 

1.5 hrs 

1 hr 

1 hr 50 mins (including interval) 

2 performers 

10 + 

https://mambojambo.co.uk 

Acoustic Roots Duo Mambo Jambo might just be the biggest acoustic duo you’ll ever see; a truly unique 

two-piece they’ll take you on an exciting and joyous musical journey bringing together sounds from roots, 

world, folk and jazz, plus their own compositions. 

With Frankie on sax, vocals, clarinet, flute, guitar and percussion and Pete on guitar, vocal, ukulele, tres 

(traditional Cuban guitar), banjo, accordion and & between them all kinds of percussion including suitcase 

and spoons! Pete and Frankie have been gathering admirers at shows and festivals the length and 

breadth of the country. A fabulous musical treat is in store wherever they roll up, their tour bus packed to 

the brim! 

“Really Brilliant! So uplifting” BBC Radio Derby 

“The sheer enthusiasm & joy of their music along with their 

wonderful musicianship & great stage presence combine to 

create an act that will undoubtedly go down a storm 

wherever they play.” Jim McLaughlin, Musicport Festival 

Director. 

“Mambo Jambo..a total delight! They mix an astonishing 

array of instruments and music with an infectious sense of 

fun. Perfect for all ages!“ Ellen Bianchini, Big Malarkey Children's Literature Festival 

Mambo Jambo in Concert 

Mambo Jambo 
Music 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

20 

Townsend Theatre Productions present the story of the Upper Clyde Shipbuilders’ 

“Work-In” of 1971-2 with live rock and folk music of the time, that enhances their powerful theatrical 

story-telling style to intensify audience enthusiasm and emotional engagement for the meaningful and 

important messages of hope, social justice and the fight for the right to work. 

With the refusal by the incumbent Tory government in 1971 to invest in what they called “lame-duck” 

industries came the threat that the massive Glasgow and Clydebank shipyards, that made up the Upper 

Clyde Shipbuilders or UCS, would face closure. In response, shop floor stewards, including Jimmy Reid and 

Jimmy Airlie, led the shipyard workers into trying a different tactic from the usual strikes or “sit-ins” that 

were the bread and butter of militant union activists.  

The now famous UCS “Work-in” was designed to show that workers were not just willing to work, but 

that work existed, and that unemployment was a political choice made by a government more interested 

in maintaining the profits of corporate capitalism, and breaking up nationalised industry, than protecting 

the interests of their citizens. 

After more than a year of intense struggle, the government caved in. The four threatened shipyards were 

saved, and the right to work upheld. 

Cumbria: Sat 30  April & Sun 1 May 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Thur 28 & Fri 29 April 

£575 

5m x 5m x 2.75m 

4 hrs 

1 hr 

40 min x 2 plus interval.  Optional post show talk/audience Q& A 

3 performers, 1 technical 

11+ 

www.townsendproductions.org.uk  

Yes! Yes! U.C.S! - celebrating the 50th anniversary of  
the Upper Clyde Shipbuilders Work-in 1971/2 

Townsend Productions Theatre 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Creative Engagement 

 

Cumbria: Wed 11, Thur 12 & Fri 13 May 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Sat 14 & Sun 15 May 

£700 

7m x 7m x 4m 

3 hrs 

1 hr 

85 mins (including interval) 

3 performers, 1 technical 

All ages 

www.slanjayvahdanza.com  

6 Feet, 3 Shoes is a celebration of friendship across borders, told through feisty, percussive flamenco, 

Scottish and contemporary dance; featuring an all-female cast of dancers and musicians, exhilarating live 

guitar and fiddle.  

Dance, storytelling and foot-stomping rhythms, both traditional and contemporary, come together to 

bring to life a story that resonates across generations and cultures. Share tender moments through to a 

good old giggle in this brand new, heart-warming show by Slanjayvah Danza Artistic Director, 

choreographer and dancer Jen Wren. 

Jen Wren was born in Scotland, has been based in Leeds for 19 years and has strong Spanish links. The 
artistic traditions of each of these cultures feed into the work that Jen now creates with Slanjayvah Danza. 
The company’s shows marry dance and music, accented with emotion and a sense of adventure, to 
capture the imagination of audiences of all ages and backgrounds. 
 
After the performance the company can offer one of the following: 

• 20min ceilidh for the audience to join the cast in traditional dance.  

• An informal Q&A about the show, an opportunity for the audience 

to meet the cast, find out how the show was made etc.   

• A fun and informative quiz e.g. better and less well-known facts 
about Spain & Scotland, facilitated by the company  

6 Feet, 3 Shoes 

Slanjavah Danza 

Delivered by:    The company 

Workshop Availability:  Dance workshop 

Suitable for:    All ages and abilities, community groups, schools & dance schools 

Cost:     £150, 90 mimutes 

DBS:      yes 

Dance 



Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Show Title: 

Company: 

22 

 

Cumbria: Sat 14 & Sun 15 May 

Co. Durham & Northumberland:  Thur 12 & Fri 13 May 

£600 

5m x 3m x 2.5m 

3 hrs 

1 hr 

1 hr (no interval) can do an interval followed by Q& A 

1 performer, 1 technical 

15+ 

https://beverleybishop.com/finding-magic/ 

Do you believe in magic? Bev does. Join her in this beautiful, poignant one-woman show as she explores 

her progression through grief and healing after the loss of her son Jess, and seeks to find her magic again. 

Beverley uses mime, film, storytelling, magic and comedy to introduce the audience to her new reality of 

unpredictable triggers, clichés and flashbacks, and invites them to share in the new-found surreal humour 

she deploys to find peace after bereavement. Equal parts moving and magical, Finding Magic is a story of 

loss, longing, love and laughter. 

“I learnt magic throughout lockdown—this show is about finding life force, finding magic and looking at 

what it is that makes us feel alive.” Beverley Bishop 

Finding Magic 

Beverley Bishop 
Theatre 
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Show Title: 

Company: 

Availability 

 

Performance Cost 

Space Requirements (WxDxH) 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of Show 

Company Members 

Target Audience 

Further Information 

 

Creative Engagement 

Rob Heron and Tom Cronin don’t care what genre you choose to put them in – western swing, blues, 

country, rock & roll or whatever else – as long as you understand that they’re 100% sincere and 100% 

immersed in this stuff. This is no lazy pastiche, no dressing up box. They live and breathe this music and 

want you to get immersed with them. This duo show sees them exploring alternative arrangements of 

their classic songs, alongside new music they have been working on through lockdown. Rob & Tom’s 

band, The Tea Pad Orchestra, are ten years into 

a remarkable story that now sees them playing 

venues and festivals across the UK and 

mainland Europe. The Tea Pad sound draws on 

myriad influences – from Hank Williams to 

Django Reinhardt, Tom Waits to The Beatles – 

yet ultimately sounds like nobody else, that 

North Eastern Swing style that’s utterly their 

own and changing all the time. 

Please refer to YouTube etc of the full band Rob 

Heron & The Tea Pad Orchestra for an idea of 

the music, but this show will be DUO 

performances of the same material. 

Cumbria: Sat 21 & Sun 22 May 

Co. Durham & Northumberland: Thur 19 & Fri 20 May 

£400 

3m x 2m x 3m 

1.5 hrs 

1 hr 

1 hr 40 mins (including interval) 

2 performers 

Any age 

http://www.teapadorchestra.co.uk 

Rob Heron & Tom Cronin 

Delivered by:    Tom Cronin 

Workshop Availability:  Guitar/mandolin workshop 

Suitable for:    All ages, school groups, youth or adult instrumental community groups 

Cost:     £150-£250, 60-120 mimutes 

DBS:      Yes 

Music 
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Creative Highlights 
Following our pilot of craft workshops in Spring 2021 we are pleased to offer four new workshops for 

Spring 2022.  Working with artists from across the region we are offering a variety of workshops, some half 

day and some full day.  This is an  opportunity for you to promote a professional artist/craftsperson in your 

village hall. 

We have reviewed how the workshops in Spring 2021 went and have made some adjustments to our offer.  

We hope that these changes will allow this strand of work to be sustainable in the longer term.  We have 

adjusted the fee we will charge you and the participant fee.  This now better reflects the costs involved.  

We have asked each artist to include the cost of materials in their fee to us, so there is no further outlay at 

the workshop for participants. 

Fee 

The fee is £100 plus 80% of the remaining box office.  For these workshops we are asking you to charge the 

participant fee indicated for each workshop 

Refreshments 

We would like these workshops to be an opportunity for people to try a new skill but also to be social 

events.  Ideally we would like you to provide tea/coffee and cake as part of the workshop. 

Free place 

Each workshop will have one free place for you as the promoter to attend and join in. 

Marketing 

We will provide posters and flyers (similar to shows) for you to promote the workshops locally.  We will 

also include the workshops in our brochure and on our website—this will include online booking. 

Reporting 

After a workshop we will ask you to complete workshop report form, similar to a show report form.  

Dates 

We have indicated some available dates for each workshop, but there may be some flexibility as our artists 

are local to the region, please ask. 



25 

Availability 

 

Workshop Cost 

Space Requirements 

 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of  Workshop 

Max number of Participants 

Min Age 

Further Information 

Participant Fee 

 

Artist: 

Workshop: 

Fun and easy printing technique using all natural gelatine plates and acrylic paints. Gel or Gelli Printing 

allows you to make lots of bright, vibrant prints very quickly using a range of stencils and monoprinting 

techniques. No previous printing experience necessary. Suitable for those who require mobility/access as 

no printing press is needed and the gel is very soft and tactile. You will also receive the recipe to make your 

own gel plate at the end of the session so you can continue printing at home. 

Vega will bring Gel printing plates, paper, printing materials, paints, rollers, stencils, drying rack, 

newspapers to protect tables, gloves, cleaning materials. 

Participants will be asked to bring their own aprons and a selection from the following items: 

Their own A4 paper if they wish - coloured paper works well too but must be uncoated, Lace and doilies 

(but nothing precious), Buttons (with interesting raised patterns), Netting, Fabric (knits, too), Flowers, 

leaves, grasses, Plastic bags cut into simple or complex shapes , Bubble wrap, Corrugated cardboard, 

Clingfilm, scrunched up paper/plastic, Thread, string, wool, horsehair, Packaging – plastic food trays often 

have interesting geometric patterns on them, Textured wallpaper, Stencils - either pre-bought or hand-

made. 

Fri 18, Sat 19, Sun 20 Feb 

Fri 25, Sat 26, Sun 27 Feb 

£285 

1m x 2m space with table for the instructor 

1m x 0.8 m space with table for each participant 

30 min 

30 min 

3 hrs  (The artist would prefer a morning session) 

11 (plus 1 free place for promoter) 

6+ 

https://www.lindenprintstudio.co.uk/ 

£30 per participant 

Vega Brennan from Linden Print Studio 

Gelli Printing 
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Availability 

 

Workshop Cost 

Space Requirements 

 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of  Workshop 

Max number of Participants 

Min Age 

Further Information 

Participant Fee 

 

Artist: 

Workshop: 

In this workshop you will create a mini textile landscape. 

These textile landscapes are made from layering small pieces of fabric and incorporate hand embroidery. 

You will learn how to use textured yarns and hand embroidery to embellish your landscape. 

This workshop is suitable for all abilities. 

A creative social workshop that will teach you simple textile techniques to create a piece of textile art. 

Kate will bring: A selection of fabric scraps in a wide range of landscape and flower colours; Lace, beads 

and paper scraps; Background fabrics including textured cotton or linen or calico; A selection of hand 

embroidery threads; A selection of sewing machine threads.; Fabric adhesive; Pins; Needles; Fabric shears; 

Embroidery scissors and Embroidery hoops. 

Participants may wish to bring along a piece of source material – a picture of a landscape is useful to help 

design a landscape but this is optional. 

Fri 11, Sat 12, Sun 13, Mon 14 March 

Fri 18, Sat 19, Sun 20, Mon 21 March 

£350 

2m x 1m including table and chair for presenter 

1m x 1m including table and chair for participants 

30 mins 

30 mins 

6 hrs  

9 (plus 1 free place for promoter) 

16+ 

https://www.kateskloths.co.uk 

£50 

Kate Slaughter from Kates Kloths 

Mini Textile Landscapes 
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Workshop Cost 

Space Requirements 

 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of  Workshop 

Max number of Participants 

Min Age 

Further Information 

Participant Fee 
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Artist: 

Workshop: 

Mokume Gane is an ancient Japanese technique with a modern twist. Originally used by metalsmiths to 

make decorative hilts for swords, you will create similar woodgrain patterns by using polymer clay. 

It is a fun process with unexpected twists and turns. Once you have created your sheet of Mokume Gane 

clay, you then make items of your choice. There will be templates and shape cutters and findings to make 

keyrings and jewellery, but you can also make small dishes or bowls. There's time to chat and by the end 

you have acquired a new skill and a variety of beautiful creations to be proud of! 

Helga will bring all the equipment needed: tiles, rollers, blades, spacers, burnishing paper, texture mats, 

templates, jewellery findings, needles, knitting needles, cookie cutters, clay, templates, post-workshop 

handout. 

Participants will leave with items that need to be baked in a conventional oven at 90 degrees Celsius. 

Thur 7, Fri 8, Sat 9, Sun 10 April  

Thur 21, Fri 22, Sat 23 and Sun 24 April 

£300 

2m x 1m with table and chair for the presenter 

1m x 1m with table and chair for participants 

1 hr 

1 hr 

4 hrs 

14 (plus 1 free place for promoter) 

12 

https://www.colourbuzz.net 

£30 

Helga Put from Colourbuzz 

Mokume Gane with Polymer Clay 
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Availability 

 

Workshop Cost 

Space Requirements 

 

Get in Time 

Get Out Time 

Running Time of  Workshop 

Max number of Participants 

Min Age 

Further Information 

Participant Fee 

 

Artist: 

Workshop: 

Anna Turnbull is based in North Northumberland where she runs Biteabout Arts where she works in felt 

and willow.  She is an experienced teacher delivering creative workshops, as well as creating her own work 

and larger commissions. She is a member of the heritage crafts association.   

Come for a creative day out. Working with willow, you will weave a garden obelisk, ideal for supporting 

climbing plants and to complement it, a birdfeeder or lantern. 

Anna will bring wiilow, secateurs, bodkins, formers to support the making of the pieces. 

Wed 4, Thur 5 , Fri 6 May 

Thur 19, Fri 20, Sat 21 , Sun 22 May 

£450 

2m x 1m x 2m plus table and chair for the presenter 

2m x 1m x 2m plus table and chair for the participant 

30 mins 

30 mins 

1 day 

11 (plus 1 free place for promoter) 

16 

http://www.biteabout.co.uk 

£50 

Anna Turnbull from Biteabout Arts 

Willow Weaving 
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Highlights is a National Portfolio Organisation (NPO) for Arts Council England (ACE), this means they 

recognise the importance of our work and have committed to giving us regular funding.  This funding 

alongside that of local authorities forms the core of our funding model enabling us to deliver rural touring 

and creative engagement opportunities.  In 2020 ACE launched their new 10 year strategy called Let’s 

Create.  The work of rural touring is a natural match for this new strategy, which is really good news for 

Highlights as we will start work shortly on the funding bid for continued support from April 2023. 

We wanted to share some key themes with you.  All NPO’s have been asked to show how they are meeting 

the investment principles, both in what they already do and what more they can do in the future.  As well 

as the information below, you can find out more here: https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/letscreate 

We will also be running some online sessions around the investment principles to find out what you think 

we could be doing to help meet them. 

 

Arts Council England 

Let’s Create Strategy: Outcomes and Investment Principles 

Wed 3 Nov, 7pm—Ambition & Quality 

Tues 16 Nov, 7pm—Environmental Responsibility 

Tues 30 Nov, 7pm—Inclusivity & Relevance 

Tues 14 Dec, 7pm—Dynamism 
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Creative Engagement 

Spring 2022: Workshop Offers from visiting Companies 

We have workshops available from the following companies, further details are on the menu page for each 

show. 

Music 

Mambo Jambo 

Maddie Morris 

Rob Heron/ Tom Cronin 

Zoe Gilby 

Simon Thacker 

The Band called La Bella 

Theatre 

Suzannah Hamnett 

Utopia Theatre 

Lubna Kerr 

One Tenth Human 

Dinosaur Detectives workshop at Kirkby Stephen Primary 

Our Creative Engagement work is led by Kate Halsall, who has been with the Highlights team since May 

2019.  We work with people of all ages, schools, colleges and community groups, offering the chance to get 

involved in and be inspired by the arts. 

The purpose of this work is to offer high quality creative opportunities alongside our performances, taking 

inspiration from the performing work.  Some workshops may be run by the performing company and some 

are run by external facilitators.  There are options for local schools as well as workshops in your venue. 

With lockdown restrictions lifting and the start of a new season, we're returning to face to face workshops 

with artists but there are some continued opportunities for online engagement, including sharing digital re-

sources.  The previous pages show where there are opportunities for workshops. If you are interested please 

do tick the box on the booking form, or get in touch to discuss. 



31 

 

Young Promoters 
 
Look out for this sticker on shows. 
Recommended by Creative Engagement Programme for Young Promoters 
Develop your Arts Experience 
Work in the Arts 
 
Young Promoter opportunities are for anyone aged 12 - 25 years. 
 
If you know of anyone who could benefit from this experience please do let us know. 
Highlights offers you the chance to develop your understanding of the arts, your community and events 
management. You may want to get involved with the production and technical side, you may want to help 
with the PR and marketing, or you may fancy yourself as a theatre critic! Talk to us about where we can help 
you use your skills best. 
Volunteering is also great for the community, gives you a feeling of fulfilment and can support your personal 
statement for an application to Further or Higher Education. You can gain extra UCAS points and help out a 
good cause by taking an ASDAN Community Volunteering Qualification.  

Off Menu 

•Circus Skills by Nearly There Yet Theatre- live interactive online workshops.  

Suitable for KS2. Delivered by Kaveh Rahnama. Workshop Availability: From Spring Term 22 

• My Minute of Listening Music workshops – Score devising and field recording activities.  

Suitable for KS2 and 3. Delivered by Kate Halsall. Workshop Availability: From Spring Term 22 

• Young Promoter Introduction sessions – Learn about different artforms, artist roles create your own event! 

Suitable for KS2, especially Year 6. Delivered by: Creative Engagement facilitators.  

Workshop Availability: From Autumn Term 22 

• Gav Cross Storytelling – From Twisted Tales to the Titanic. Suitable for all school settings, both Primary and 

Secondary. Gav also offers devising, working with script, set making, reflection, ideal for Year 10s. Delivered 

by Gav Cross  

• Dusk Notes – Music workshops in found sound, raga and song. Suitable for all ages, school settings and 

youth groups, Young Promoters. Delivered by: Supriya Nagarajan and Duncan Chapman.  

Workshop Availability: From Spring Term 22 

• Kema Kay – Music/Rap workshops or theatre/performance skills from this up and coming young per-

former from the North East. Suitable for all school settings, youth groups and Young Promoters. Delivered 

by: Kema Kay.  

Workshop Availability : From Spring Term 22 

• Mariam Rezaei – Music/turntables/DJ/composition workshops from Newcastle University lecturer in Sonic 

Art. Mariam is an established performer on the experimental music scene and an experienced workshop 

leader.  These workshops are also suitable for children with learning difficulties 

Delivered by Mariam Rezaei and Lindsay Duncanson.  Suitable for all ages 

Workshop Availability: January – April, advance booking recommended 



receives financial 
support from: 

Highlights Productions Ltd 
Mostyn Hall 

Penrith 
Cumbria 

CA11 7XR 
 

tel: 017683 53954 

web: www.highlightsnorth.co.uk 


