
 
 
Highlights Rural Touring are seeking new Trustees to increase the skills, knowledge and lived 
experience of our Management Committee and to support our strategic vision in the years 
ahead.  

While we are keen to hear from anyone with an interest in rural touring and Highlights’ work, 
we particularly encourage applications from people with disability, people from culturally and  
socio-economically diverse backgrounds, young people and people who identify as 
LGBTQIA+.  

We are also specifically seeking candidates with these skills:  

• Human Resources 
• Legal 
• Press and communications 

About Highlights 

Highlights Rural Touring Scheme connects over 65 venues, an army of volunteer promoters 
and an ever-growing list of artists. Together, we bring great arts and unmissable culture to 
rural areas, lighting up village halls, schools and community centres with music, dance, 
theatre and storytelling.  

Set up originally to work with isolated communities in the North Pennines, we now work 
across Cumbria, County Durham and Northumberland. Across the three counties, many 
communities have suffered from long term economic decline, resulting in pockets of high 
unemployment, poor transport links, declining local services and social isolation.  

Our events bring people together, providing drama, music and laughter. Some of the halls are 
small and intimate, lending themselves to music or one-person shows, others are large and 
luxurious and can showcase some of the larger-scale work we programme. There are 
refreshments and raffles, there are often cakes made by local people, and there is always the 
warmest of welcomes.  

We are one of 30 similar schemes which support professional arts in over 1,000 small, 
community venues throughout the UK, playing an important part in the social life and 
sustainability of their community and supported by the National Rural Touring Forum.  
 
The role of the Trustee 

Highlights is a registered charity (no. 1100920) and Company Ltd by Guarantee (no. 464007).  
 
The Trustees are legally responsible for the organisation. As a Trustee, you will help ensure 
that Highlights complies with its governing documents and legal requirements, as well as 



supporting the company’s work and challenging the staff team. You will bring an external 
perspective and help the organisation in a way that suits your skills. You will act as an 
ambassador for Highlights.  

There are four Trustee meetings each year, usually held in Cumbria or Northumberland but 
also available via Zoom.  

Take a look at the Highlights 2019/2020 Annual Report here: 
https://highlightsnorth.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/AnnualReport2019-20.pdf 

 
For an informal chat about being a Trustee please get in touch with Kate Lynch, Director. 
kate@highlightsnorth.co.uk / 017683 53954. 

To apply please send a CV and cover letter to Heather Askew, General Manager at 
info@highlightsnorth.co.uk by 30 November 2020.  

www.highlightsnorth.co.uk 
 

What is Highlights Rural Touring Scheme video (click to open in Youtube): 
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/g7iLahR5fyo?feature=oembed
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